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BEFORE ANY ^YTERIAL from a published book or periodical is used,
in whole or in part, its copyright status should be determined. In the
case of material from a book offered for sale in the United States,
the simplest way to discover whether it is in copyright is to look for
the notice. If there is no notice, there is no copyright. If no copy of
the original work is available (and it is always the original book that
tells the tale, not a reprint, anthology, or collection) the Catalogue of
Copyright Entries, published by the Copyright Office, should be con-
sulted.

If there is still doubt about the copyright of any material to be
quoted, reprinted, abridged, translated, dramatized, or used in any
other way specifically restricted by the Copyright Act, it is advisable
to have a search made at the Copyright Office. In the Library of Con-
gress Annex, in which the Copyright Office is located, is what appears
to be an entire city block of card catalogues. Several systems have been
used since the first index was started; the early cards are written in
ink by hand, with flourishes of penmanship. Besides a complete index
of copyright claimants, there are title indexes for dramas and music,
dating from 1870, later for motion pictures, and for all other classi-
fications from 1938 on. In addition, there is an author index for books.
Copyright assignments are also recorded, and occasionally licenses.

When a search is requested, all available facts should be furnished:
the title, the author, the copyright claimant, the year date, and what
the work is: book, drama, music, art, and so forth. If it was first pub-
lished in a magazine or periodical, full details about that should be
stated when known or ascertainable. It should also be stated if there
may have been a change of title. If a search is to be made for an
assignment of copyright, the name of the assignor, assignee, or both
should be given, as also should be the copyright number if it is
known.

The fee for a copyright search is $1 an hour, and the usual search
takes about an hour or two at the most. Time will be saved by enclos-
ing a money order for $1 or $2, according to the time it is estimated
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